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Pastor:    glenn.dekker@ohcc.com.au  

Glenn Dekker  0421 703 393  

Associate Pastor:  aboonstra1@gmail.com 

Andrew Boonstra    0400 488 016  
 

Youth Ministry:   joel.poppenbeck@ohcc.com.au 

Joel Poppenbeck   0430 570 095  
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Community Ministry:  john.chambers@ohcc.com.au 

John Chambers  0416 145 646 
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    0407 178 008 

Joel Poppenbeck  joelpopp91@hotmail.com 
    0403 570 095 

Joel Arnold   joellywood@hotmail.com 

    0400 676 155 
 

Care Team 
Lynette Doedens  ldoedens@bigpond.com 

    0421 702 959  
 

Clerk of Leadership Team 
Philippa De Haan  admin@ohcc.com.au 
     

Administration:   admin@ohcc.com.au  

Philippa De Haan  0418 369 251 

 

One Hope Office: (03) 9759 9155  

            15 Cavell Street, Scoresby, 3179 

     

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

25  

PARTNERSHIP COVENANT 

 
I, ______________________________ being a Confessing Partner as outlined 
in the One Hope Community Church Partnership Pathway, do hereby wish to 
further my commitment and become a Ministry Partner. 
 

I want to follow a life journey which continually brings me closer to Jesus as 
my Lord and Saviour. I am in agreement with the vision and structure of this 
church and I now pledge my support as an active Ministry Partner of One 
Hope Community Church. With the help of the Holy Spirit and the support of 
the church community I commit myself to God and to the other partners to do 
the following:  

I will protect the unity of my church 

…By acting in love toward others. 
…By refusing to gossip. 

…By supporting and encouraging. 

I will share the vision of my church 

...By praying for its growth. 
…By submitting to the leadership. 

…By supporting its goals. 

I will serve the ministry and mission of my church 

…By discovering and using my gifts. 
…By being equipped to serve. 

…By developing a servant’s heart. 

I will support the testimony of my church 

…By participating faithfully. 
…By living a godly life. 
…By giving regularly. 

...By witnessing to the community. 
 
 

_______________________                ________________________ 
          Pastor       Partner 
 
________________________             ________________________ 
          Elder        Date 
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PARTNERSHIP CATEGORIES 
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To be a COMMUNITY continually 

growing CLOSER to God and          

IMPACTING people’s lives by  

SHARING Jesus Christ and  

EXTENDING His Kingdom 

 To honour God by: 

   GROWING Disciples 

    CARING for People 

    REACHING the World 

 

OUR VISION 

OUR GOALS 
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Various aspects of church life change from time to time, however the 
values that drive the church and shape its expression will rarely 
change. These values are neither to be contrasted with our statements 
of faith or seen as reinterpreting them. Instead, they are the way we 
give practical expression to what we believe. They flow out of our 
beliefs and they filter all we seek to do. 

 

DEPENDENCE ON GOD; In everything we rely completely on God's 
grace, his revealed will in the Bible and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore we are a people of prayer. 

John 15:5 … "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.   

 

RELATIONSHIPS; As God's covenant community we strive to maintain 
healthy relationships lived in the bond of mutual love. 

1Pet. 4:8 … Above all, love each other deeply.  

 

EVERY MEMBER IN MINISTRY; In the body of Christ every member 
serves according to their gifts which are discovered and used. 

1Cor. 12:27 … Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of 
you is a part of it  

 

CULTURAL RELEVANCE; We aim to make God's word and church 
relevant to this current generation of his people. 

Matt. 28:18-20  … go and make disciples of all nations.. 

 

OUR VALUES 
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What are the Essentials to Being a Ministry Partner and 
Voting at One Hope Community Church?  

Voting is an important privilege and responsibility that affects the 
whole community, and is therefore not available to everyone. Voting is 
available to those that have fulfilled the following: 

• You must be a Ministry Partner with One Hope Community 
Church. 

• You have made a public statement of faith in this or another 
Christian church.  

• You are in broad agreement with the direction and ethos of One 
Hope (see the earlier sections of this booklet). 

• You have a desire to contribute to the ministry and mission of the 
church by way of giving, serving with your gifts, protecting the 
church’s unity and being active in witness.  

• You have signed the Partnership Covenant. 

Being a Ministry Partner with One Hope Community Church also means 
that you are part of the family of Christian Reformed Churches of     
Australia, with a specific commitment to this local church — One Hope 
Community Church. 

It is our strong desire that everyone at One Hope becomes a Ministry  
Partner and embraces the vision of this Church. 
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A MINISTRY PARTNER is someone who wants to be fully committed to 
One Hope as their local church.  They show this by agreeing (as a rule 
by signing) to One Hope’s Ministry Covenant (see page 25).  A ministry 
partner will be invited to vote on church matters, but will not yet be 
invited to take key leadership roles until they are confirmed by the 
Leadership Team. 
 
Our hope is that every person at One Hope will become a Ministry   
Partner.  
 
There are two categories  of Leadership at One Hope Community 
Church; 

The Leadership Team  is made up of Elders and Ministry Partners who          
demonstrate a consistent Spirit –filled life, leadership heart, gifts and 
abilities.  The Leadership Team is responsible for forming and guarding 
the vision and direction of One Hope, along with spiritual oversight of 
the activities of the church.  Membership on the Leadership Team is 
affirmed by the congregation.   

The Ministries Team is made up of Deacons and Ministry Partners who 
have a proven spiritual life and leadership heart, gifts and abilities.  The 
ministries team will be responsible for the outworking of the vision and 
direction of the church. Working closely with the Leadership Team, the 
Ministries Team will be responsible for structuring and implementing 
One Hope’s objectives and goals.  
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COMPASSION FOR THE UNSAVED; People without Christ matter to God 
and they matter to us too. 

Matt. 9:36 -39  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. "… as you go. 

 

INNOVATIVE; We are always learning and growing and seeking to apply 
new methods that will help further the kingdom. 

1Cor. 9:19-22 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make 
myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the 
Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law 
I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under 
the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having 
the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not 
free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those 
not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. 
I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I 
might save some. 

 

FRUITFULNESS; In keeping with God's promise we look for results and 
to do those things that will be most fruitful in the kingdom. 

John 15:1 -8   "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful…..   This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
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We are a CHRISTIAN Church 

With all other Christian churches we hold in common the summary 
statements of the Christian  faith called the Apostles Creed, Nicene 
Creed & Athanasian Creed. 

We hold to the following universal Christian beliefs: 

• The Bible is the inspired Word of God and only rule of life and 
faith. 

• There is only one God, who exists in three persons, Father, Son 
and   Holy Spirit.  

• Jesus Christ is the only Son of God who became man 2000 years 
ago. 

• Jesus died for our sin in his sacrificial death on the cross and rose 
again three days later. We are made right with God only through 
His finished work on our behalf. 

• We receive the gift of salvation and are justified in God’s sight only 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 

• The Holy Spirit dwells in each person who has faith in Jesus Christ. 

• God’s people are the church, called to serve Him alone, and  
demonstrate their faith by loving each other and sharing the good 
news with people who do not yet know Christ. 

• We wait in expectant hope for Jesus to return, judge the living and 
the dead and establish the kingdom of God on earth.   

 

We are a REFORMED Church 

As Reformed churches we have some distinctives which, likewise, are 
based on the Bible, yet on which we may differ with some  other     
Christian churches.   

WHAT WE BELIEVE 
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What are These Categories of Partnership? 

Partnership categories are ways to reflect a person's relationship to 
Christ and His church at One Hope. They show how the nature of an 
individual's relationship also corresponds to certain roles and privileges 
within the church.  Their aim is to provide a guide for people who may 
wish to become part of One Hope and to clarify our structure of part-
nership and leadership.   
 

The general principle behind categories is the Biblical principle of 
'proven-ness' in which the church observes a person's confession,    
character, commitment and skills. For example,  baptism and confessing 
Christ are powerful indicators of faith. In Acts 6:3 the church was       
instructed to "choose seven men from among you who are known to be 
full of the Spirit and wisdom." Also in 1 Tim.3:6 Paul makes it clear that 
leaders were not to be in the category of recent converts. The following 
partnership categories act as a pathway to help people become fully 
integrated into the life of Christ and His church.  
 

An ASSOCIATE PARTNER is someone who is connected to One Hope as a 
regular visitor or a baptised person, but who has not yet done a public 
profession of faith. Such a person will be encouraged to full faith and 
profession of Christ. In the mean time, while they may be invited to 
help in ministry in One Hope, they will not be invited to take significant 
leadership, nor will they be able to vote on church matters or attend 
Lord's Supper until they publicly do a profession of faith.  
 

A CONFESSING PARTNER is someone who has made a public profession 
of faith in Jesus Christ either at One Hope or in another Christian 
church. Such a person will be invited to attend Lord's Supper and 
may serve in ministries in more significant ways. Yet they may not lead 
a ministry nor be invited to vote in matters pertaining to the running of 
One Hope until they agree to One Hope’s Partnership Covenant and  
become a ministry partner.   
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Why Partnership? 

• The Bible uses the image of the body to talk about the church  (1 
Cor 12). We want the body to work well together, and this happens 
best when all members work, serve and witness with each other. 

• At One Hope partners are considered members of the Incorporated 
Body.  This allows us to fulfill our legal obligations. 

Partnership versus Membership 

• We want our church to be a vibrant body of believers who interact 
in the church at various levels of partnership. Partnership describes 
a working relationship in the church whereas membership can 
merely be a passive belonging. 

• Becoming a partner is a statement of commitment — You are here 
for the long haul, supporting the ministry and direction of One Hope 
Community Church. Having committed partners working together is 
part of having a strong and healthy church. 

• Our Church has various categories of partnership which develop 
over time as people grow in their faith to increasing levels of       
commitment to God and their Church. This journey begins as people 
become connected to our community and continues as they begin 
to know Jesus and grow into mature Christians.   

• Partners take responsibility for the important issues in the Church 
such as electing new leaders, voting on important questions that 
affect the long term development of the church, matters of steward-
ship and finance, expansion of facilities, etc. 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP QUESTIONS 
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Statements of the Reformed faith and doctrines are found in the         
historic documents called the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic           
Confession, and the Canons of Dort.   For example, the Canons of Dort 
stress the grace of God by spelling out five important doctrines; 

1.  TOTAL DEPRAVITY. .. By nature man is enslaved to sin and there
 fore cannot, by his own will, turn to God. If we are to be saved, it 
 will be completely by the grace of God.  (Eph.2:1-10  Rom. 2:9-18) 

2.   UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION... By pure grace God elects and calls 
 from  sinful humanity those whom he would save.       (Eph.1:3-14) 

3.   LIMITED ATONEMENT... Christ died for HIS people and saves them                          
 completely by his death and resurrection.        (John 10:11-18) 

4.   IRRESISTIBLE GRACE... We are saved because God in his grace, is               
 determined to save us.                                                       (1 Tim. 1:13) 

5.   PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS... Although Christians often fail and 
 may suffer many trials and temptations, by God’s grace, those for 
 whom Christ died will undoubtedly  be brought safely into Christ’s 
 eternal kingdom.                                             (Phil.1:6; Rom. 8:28-37)  

We are happy to discuss any of these beliefs, their biblical basis, and 
how  they apply to Christians. A complete copy of these belief          
statements can be obtained from any elder.  

As a Christian Reformed Church we are also part of the wider family of               
Christian Reformed Churches of Australia with whom we share a        
common commitment to a document called ‘The Church Order of the 
Christian Reformed Churches’. The Church order governs the running of 
the church in such things as the tasks and  election of ministers, elders 
and deacons, and the role and tasks of the church courts (Synods,     
Classes and Church Councils).  A complete copy of The Church Order can 
be obtained from any elder. 
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In a world where so many things are changing we really need to know  
what the Bible says. At One Hope Community Church our statements of 
faith provide detailed explanation of our views (these are available on 
request). The following is offered as a brief summary of our views in a 
number of key areas. We hope it is helpful, and if you want further 
clarification we are more than happy to discuss these you. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

The Bible tells us that God is One God in three persons, 
or “trinity”; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They are co-
equal and co-eternal with each other.  Each is fully God. 
They can neither be blended nor divided. As humans,    
we cannot possibly comprehend the profound mystery 
of the Trinity, but because that s what the Bible clearly 
says, we humbly accept it. All Christian churches accept 
and uphold this teaching from the Bible. 

People  

When God created our universe it was “very good”. Man was created in 
the image of God. Man’s rebellion, however, has brought sin, failing, 
frustration, pain and despair to our world. The pollution of this sin has 
penetrated every aspect of humanity and our world. The ugly           
consequence is that all people now live in rebellion against God – whether 
they realise it or not.   Without God’s intervention, they have neither 
desire nor ability to worship him or honour him, and are headed for 
eternal separation from him. 

God Initiates Rescue through Jesus 

God is a gracious creator. While human sin grieves God greatly, he is not 
prepared to leave people in their rebellion – lost people matter to Him.  
The Bible tells us that God has always planned the rescue of human beings   
and their universe. From the very beginning, the Old Testament reveals 
God’s promises to send a rescuer, or messiah. The New Testament tells    
us this rescuer is Jesus Christ. 

...lost 
people 

matter to 
Him... 

STATEMENTS OF FAITH 

19  

What About Tithing and Pledging? 

Tithing is a helpful guideline for portioning money specifically to the 
church, providing we do not see it as a legalistic requirement nor pride 
ourselves when we give 10% but have the capacity to give more.   At 
One Hope we have a pledging system that helps with ministry planning 
and holds us accountable for supporting God’s calling on our church. 

How Can I Give my Money to One Hope Community 
Church? 

There are various ways in which you can give: 

• Arrange a regular direct debit from your bank account.  Forms to 
put this in place are available from your Bank.  

• Set up a regular transfer with your Internet Banking facility.  
From the point of view of simplicity, regularity and amount of work 
involved, the direct bank debit system is by far the best.   
• Request envelopes from the Treasurer for regular contributions 
 

You may also give to various local and international ministries through 
the collections in each church service. 

 
Further Information… 
Resource Team Leader:  Paul McDonald   
   paulm@outlook.com.au      0411 699 818 
Treasurer:  John Vandenberg  

johnvandenberg@optusnet.com.au            0410 911 005 

Church Bank Details 
BANK NAME:  WESTPAC BANKING CORPORATION 

BSB:     033 349 

Account number  149511 
Account name: One Hope Community Church                                   
Please include the word “Pledge” as a statement reference, and your 
surname and first initial. 
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We would like to encourage you to think and earnestly pray about your 
giving to the work of the church. Giving is not just about handing over 
money, it reflects a life dedicated to God. Giving financially flows from a 
deep understanding of such things as the generosity of God (2Cor. 9:8-
11), trust in his provision (Matt. 6:19 -  34), God's mission for the church  
(Matt. 28:19-20) and the principle  of good stewardship of all of God's 
resources, including time, abilities and material possessions   
(Matt.25:14-30).  
 
In all of this, one person's situation is different to another, but there's 
one thing that we all share - God's call for us to be positive and 
generous in supporting kingdom ministry and mission in and through 
the church. 

Some Points to Meditate On 

We are to use money responsibly. Wealth is a gift of God. It belongs to 
him and is to be used as He requires. In particular, God wants us to use 
of our wealth to do good and thus to bring Him glory.  (2Cor. 9:10 - 11)  
 
Wealth is an opportunity for blessing. The world's view of the use of  
money is buying and selling, but God's view for the use of money is  
giving and receiving. God pours out his blessings upon us personally  
and as a church so that we can bless others and be blessed in return. 
(Acts 20:35) 
 
The church  needs financial resources to advance the gospel both  
locally and globally. God's people are required to support the work of 
his church (1Cor. 9:7-12). The more resources, the more work is 
possible.   
 
Greed is self-centered idolatry that hinders the work of God.  (Col 3:5, 
Luke 12:15) 
 

A GUIDE TO GIVING AND TITHING 
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We believe Jesus is true man and true God. He is the eternal second 
person of the trinity, without beginning or end. He took on the human 
nature, and was born to Mary and Joseph.  His mission was to 
represent his sinful people, and pay sins full penalty. Jesus was 
crucified as the atoning sacrifice for our sin. He rose again on the third 
day, and returned to his father forty days later. By his death and 
resurrection Jesus bring us back into relationship with God. 

As a result, anyone who trusts in the rescue Jesus has won on the 
Cross, and who acknowledges Jesus as leader and master of their lives, 
can be confident that their forgiveness and eternal life is guaranteed. 
God’s ability to save and rescue people out of their rebellion is 
complete. 

Forgiveness and eternal life is God’s gift. We cannot earn it by our 
attempts to live a good life. It comes by grace through faith. The only 
way to enter this relationship is by trusting in Jesus’ rescue, and asking 
him to rule our lives. 

The Holy Spirit 

When Jesus returned to his Father he sent His Holy Spirit as comforter 
and counselor (John 14). He continues the work Jesus began. 

The Holy Spirit reveals God’s word. He enables people to speak God’s 
word and also to write it down. Thus we believe he is the primary 

author of the Bible, which gives us all we need 
to understand God and his plan of rescue in 
Jesus Christ, as well as telling us how to live for 
God in his world. It is the reliable and 
authoritative Word of God. 

The Holy Spirit also works in people to open 
minds to the truth. He convicts of sin, creates 
faith and continues to change our life as he 
indwells all who believe. The best indicator of 

the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer is commitment 

...His plan 
of rescue 
in Jesus 
Christ... 
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to the Spirit-revealed Gospel and the presence of all the Spirit’s fruit in 
their lives (Gal 5:22-26). 

The Holy Spirit gathers believers into a new community of faith, called 
the church. The church is to be marked by love and God wants our lives 
to match our words. In the power of the Holy Spirit we are called to 
add goodness to the world, to work against the spread of evil and 
unbelief and to make the good news of his rescuing work in Jesus 
known to all. 

The Holy Spirit freely distributes gifts to all who 
belong to the Church, Christ’s body. These gifts 
differ from person to person, and are to be used 
to build others up, to spread the Gospel, to 
address people’s needs, and to develop God’s 
world in accordance with His design (1 Cor 12). 
Only when God’s people use their gifts fruitfully 
will the church increasingly move toward 
mature expression of what God designed it to 
be (Eph 4). Accordingly, it is every believer’s 
responsibility to discover their gifts, develop them, and use them to 
honor the Lord and build the church. 

The Holy Spirit continues to enable his church to spread the good news 
of Jesus, in order that people from every nation will come to know and 
enjoy the gift of salvation. 

Baptism 

In Baptism God promises to be the God of his people and the God of 
their descendants (Acts 2:37-41. The water used in baptism points to 
the reality of the cleansing work Jesus has done on the Cross. It also 
assures us that Jesus’ death is effective in bringing full forgiveness for 
all our sin. Some have referred to Baptism as a ‘sign which points’, and 
a ‘seal which verifies’. The Bible makes it clear that children are part of 
God’s covenant community. In baptism they are rightly identified with 
that community  (eg. Acts 16:13-15; 33-34; 1 Cor 1:16). A child’s 

...God’s 
people use 
their gifts 
fruitfully... 
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Grow Groups 
 
The purpose of a grow group is to see people becoming more and 
more like Jesus in the way they think, act and speak.  We see grow 
groups as vital part of the fulfilment of Jesus great commission;  
  
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age. (Matt 28:18-20)   
 

What is a Grow Group? 
 
A grow group is a  group of 3-4 people of the same sex who meet    
regularly for the purpose of seeing people become more like Jesus. 
 
The three key aspects of Grow groups are Scripture, accountability and 
prayer.  Each time a group meets they ask each other questions around 
the following;  
 
 
 
 
 

    What has God been saying to you through His Word? 
    How have you been living like Jesus this week? 
    What are you doing to help others follow Jesus? 
    Pray 
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Life Group Ministry   
 

The purpose of our Life Groups is to see the vision and goals of the 
church lived out and to see the church grow and become the body of 
people that God desires for it. 
 
“Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the 
mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the 
whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work”  
Eph 4:15-16 
 
We believe that we all have a part in God’s body and we are brought 
together to see it grow and flourish. 
 

What is a Life Group? 
 
A life group is a group of 6-16 people who gather regularly to grow    
disciples, care for people and reach the world.  This takes place as we 
share our lives with one another, worship together, engage with the 
Bible together and pursue God’s mission together. 
 

What do Life Groups Look Like?  

 
Life groups meeting together regularly, at least once a fortnight. 
It’s members engage in serving together, praying together, studying 
the bible together, eating meals together and seeing God add to our 
numbers. 
 
The ultimate desire of life groups is to see our groups multiply as the 
church grows. 

LIFE GROUPS AND GROW GROUPS 
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baptism does not imply a child has faith, or that their parent’s faith is 
somehow passed to them, nor does it guarantee they will have faith at 
some later date. Baptism guarantees the promise of God to be their 
Lord and Savior. As such, baptism draws children toward a faith 
response where they accept and own the promises God has made to 
them. 

When adults are baptised, the message is the same. They are assured 
of God’s promise of love and forgiveness, and drawn toward deeper 
commitment. There’s hardly a better reason for celebration in the 
church than to see these promises so clearly displayed, and better still, 
accepted. Our typical method of baptism is 
sprinkling and pouring, but the mode is not 
important. What is important is what baptism 
signifies: the certainty of God’s promise of 
forgiveness and cleansing in Jesus Christ. 

Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is the church’s meal of unity 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Like baptism, the Supper points us straight to the certainty of the 
promises of God, and the truth of what he has done for us in Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor 11:23-26). As truly as we see bread broken and wine 
poured, so truly did Jesus Christ absorb all the anger and wrath of God 
for our sin and rebellion. This makes the Supper a celebration of 
forgiveness, and a means of strength for following Jesus. 

The Supper is only open to those who have a living relationship with 
Jesus Christ (1 Cor 11:27-29), and who place their total confidence in 
him. Jesus always welcomes to the fellowship of his table all those who 
are sincerely sorry for their sins and who renew their promise to live a 
godly life. 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the two sacraments that Jesus has 
commanded in his Word. 

...God’s 
promise of 
love and 

forgiveness.
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The Future 

The same Jesus who returned to the Father almost 2000 years ago will 
come again. At that time the whole universe will be purged of all fallen-
ness, rebellion, sin and evil. The Triune God will be acknowledged by all 
creation as True King and Ruler of all. The universe will be restored to 
perfection, and our Father will wipe every tear from our eyes. Gone will 
be mourning, crying and pain. God’s justice will 
ensure that all wrongs will be made right. This 
wonderfully recreated universe, and every 
creature in it, will only honour God all the time. 
This is the life, the relationship, the community, 
the justice, the peace, the world we all deeply 
long for. It is already guaranteed because Jesus 
Christ has risen from the dead. Those who 
honour Jesus today are assured that his grace 
will make them part of his new universe. 

Until Jesus returns, our calling as God’s people is to show God’s true 
design for life, even in our fallen world and as best we know how. Until 
he returns, and in His grace and power, we are increasingly to come 
under his Lordship, to seek a strong, healthy and vibrant church, and to 
work for the overthrow of every work of the evil one. 

 

...to show 
God’s true 
design for 

life... 
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NOTES 


